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Those Magical
Moments With

Al
-Thiru.Suresh Krissna, Director

ne evening in January 2010, as I finished my early

dinner and settled down to watch TV, I received an
unexpected call from lyric writer Pa. Vijay. He posed a
seemingly simple question: “What do you think of the
writing of Kalaignar Aiya?” Without hesitation, I praised
Kalaignar Aiya as an amazing writer, a genius and a legend,
emphasizing the legendary status of his dialogues. Vijay
then dropped abombshell: he asked if I would be interested
in working on a project written by Aiya. Overwhelmed
with excitement, I eagerly accepted the offer. Suddenly,
Vijay informed me that Aiya wanted to speak with me. I
sprang up from my seat, leaving my family bewildered as
I muted the TV and urged silence. When Aiya came on the
line, addressing himself as

Aiya “Naan Kalaignar pesaren,”
I greeted him with reverence “Aiya Aiya Vanakkam”
Aiya “neenga ippo gopalapuram vara mudiyuma?”

What a question? Can you come? I thought to myself. I
would have gone to anywhere on his call. Affirming my
readiness to visit his Gopalapuram residence, I felt a rush
of adrenaline. Without delay, I swiftly drove to meet Aiya.

This was the first time I met Aiya in person, I bowed down
and touched his feet. He graciously asked me to sit next to
him in his living room. It gave me goosebumps to realize I
was seated in front of Aiya, the greatest legend of all times.
I couldn’t help but think about the countless historic
moments that must have occurred in that very room. He
immediately put me at ease, praising my film “Baasha” and
acknowledging its impact on elevating Rajni to another
level. I thanked Aiya for his kind words. Then, he called
his wife, Dayalu Amma, and introduced me as the director
of “Baasha.” It was such a humane gesture that warmed
my heart. He need not have done that, but it made me feel
incredibly comfortable and welcomed. Aiya then offered
me coffee or tea, to which I opted for coffee. His wife
kindly prepared it for me, and I expressed my appreciation
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for the delicious coffee. From that moment on, every time
I visited the Gopalapuram house, Aiya would tell his wife
that I liked her coffee, and she would kindly prepare it
for me. His affectionate and warm demeanor made every
interaction with him truly special.




He shared with me the story of the film, which was based
on the Russian book “Mother” by Maxim Gorky, adapted
into Tamil as “Thai”. It was a period film featuring grand
sets and elaborate crowd scenes. The prospect of being
part of such a project filled me with excitement, It was
titled in Tamil as ILAIGNAN.

Despite being the Chief Minister at the time, Aiya’s
dedication to his craft was truly remarkable. He would
wake up as early as 3 am and dedicate the hours until 7
am solely to writing dialogues. He considered this time as
his personal space for working on the script, reserving the
rest of the day for the affairs of the state and its people. In
this disciplined manner, he meticulously crafted the entire
dialogue for the film. Each morning, he would diligently
write, and in the evenings, he would call us to narrate the
dialogues he had penned. This level of commitment and
devotion to his work was both admirable and inspiring.

Oneday, there came a moment when I felta scene’s dialogue
needed tobe changed. I hesitated for awhile, ponderinghow
to approach Aiya about it. Finally, I mustered the courage
and asked Vijay if we should propose the change. It was a
good suggestion, but asking Aiya to alter his own dialogue
was daunting. With a nervous heart, I brought up the topic
to Aiya. As soon as I voiced my request, a hush fell over
the room. Aiya regarded me silently for a few moments,
while his Secretary looked on in surprise. Despite my
nerves, I waited anxiously for his response. Then, breaking
the silence, Alya spoke: “I am very happy you asked this
question. A writer’s duty is to make corrections according
to the director’s vision. I will happily do it. Shanmugam,
remind me tomorrow morning, and we will address it first
thing.” With a collective sigh of relief, we acknowledged
Aiya’s willingness to accommodate my request. What
impressed me the most was his response-the respect he
showed for the director’s perspective. Throughout the film,
he consistently sought my opinion on scenes and songs,
making it a truly wonderful and collaborative experience.

While we were shooting in Ooty, Aiya had Tamil Maanadu
scheduled in Coimbatore. Initially, he was supposed to join
us in Ooty, but due to a heavy workload, he couldn’t make
it. Instead, he suggested that we come down to Coimbatore.
Without hesitation, Vijay and I rushed to meet him. Aiya’s
level of involvement was truly exceptional. Upon our
arrival at the hotel where he and the entire team were
staying, we were promptly ushered up the lift to meet him.
The warmth and reception he extended to us every time
we met were unforgettable. Aiya had called us because he
learned that we were shooting songs and scenes in Ooty.
He wanted to review all the scenes once again and discuss
the plan for the song picturization.

His enthusiasm and deep involvement in the project were
truly remarkable and inspiring.
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Aiya’s dedication to the project was unparalleled. He

must have watched the rushes and dubbed tracks at least
fifty times, demonstrating his deep involvement and
commitment to ensuring the film’s quality. Despite his
responsibilities as the Chief Minister, I had the privilege
of accompanying him in his convoy on several occasions,
from Gopalapuram to the new Assembly being constructed
at the time. This first hand experience further highlighted
his unwavering dedication to both his political duties and
the film project.

Finally, when Aiya watched the film at Good Luck Theater,
he called me next to him, I sat near his feet, he caught my
hand, I clasped it over my chest with love, overwhelmed
with emotion. He said, “I told you to make a good film, and
you have created poetry on celluloid”. His words moved
me to tears, validating all the hard work and dedication we
had poured into the project. Later, when I presented the
photo album to Chief Minister Stalin sir, he went through
all the photos and remarked, “At this age of my father’s,
his love for cinema has always been immense. You have
brought back that smile, that passion, into his life. I am
very happy.” It was a moment of immense satisfaction and
gratitude, knowing that our film had touched the hearts of
both Aiya and Chief Minister Stalin sir.

One intriguing incident occurred when Aiya blessed me
while I sat beside him. As he extended his hand in blessing,
I instinctively grasped it and pressed it against my heart.
Believe me, his palm was incredibly soft, almost childlike
in its tenderness. It’s no wonder many have likened him
to having the heart of a child, for he consistently showed
compassion towards the suffering of the poor, always
serving them with love and care.

Thank you for giving me the opportunity to reminisce about
some truly special moments spent with one of the greatest
legends of our time, Aiya Kalaignar Karunanidhi Avl.. It’s
been an honor to reflect on these cherished memories. =
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On the occasion of the centendgy celebrations of the late Muthamizh Arignar U
Kalaignarji this vear. | extend my good wishes.

Sincerely.

|

SANAAy

[.-
\. s

AMITABH BACHCHAN

Shri Udhayanidhi Stalin

Hon'ble Minister for Youth Welfare
and Sports Development

Secretariat

Chennai 600 009
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